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of clothing.   At that time fourteen States were pressing against
our country.
But we were not despondent, we did not become disheartened.
In the midst of the conflagration of war we organised the Red
Army and converted our country into a military camp. The spirit
of the great Lenin inspired us at that time for the war against the
interventionists.
And what happened? We defeated the interventionists, re-
covered all the lost territories and achieved victory.
Now our country is in a far better position than twenty-three
years ago. Now our country is many times richer as regards
industry, raw materials, and food than twenty-three years ago.
Now we have allies, who jointly form a united front against the
German invaders. Now we enjoy the sympathy and support of
all the peoples of Europe who have fallen under the yoke of
Fascist tyranny. Now we have a splendid Army and splendid
Navy defending with their lives the freedom and independence
of our country. We experience no serious shortage of either food,
arms, or clothing.
Our whole country, all the peoples of our country, are backing
our Army and Navy, helping them to smash the robber hordes
of German Fascism. Our reserves of man-power are inexhaust-
ible. The spirit of the great Lenin and his victorious banner
inspire us now for patriotic war just as twenty-three years ago.
STALIN, November 1941.
During decades of stubborn and intense battles the peoples of
our country won their fatherland for the construction of a new
society.
Because the old world refused to make way for it, this new
society came into being in blood and suffering. Those who for
centuries had stunted the development and growth of the people,
who were responsible for incalculable suffering and torture, would
not surrender power to the people. They wanted to restore their
domination and privileges by blood, fire, and sword.
The great ideal of the defence of the fatherland which has
always animated our people, particularly in the days of our
country's hardest trials, has been reborn. It has found new
expression and new content.
"The Russia which was set free, for which we have suffered